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BOOK REVIEWS 



Geschichte des hellenistischen Zeitalters. Von Julius Kaebst. 

Zweiter Band, erste Halfte: Das Wesen des Hellenismus. 

Leipzig und Berlin: Teubner, 1909. Pp. xii+429. 
In 82 pages Kaerst gives a skipping narrative of the events which 
took place in the eastern half of the Mediterranean vs^orld between the 
death of Alexander the Great (323 b. c.) and the battle of Ipsus (301 
B. c). It is a brief summary with some good critical remarks, but not 
much freedom of movement. Then follows in five chapters a detailed 
treatment of Hellenistic culture, and in four chapters a similar treatment 
of the Hellenistic state. Altogether upward of three hundred and fifty 
pages are devoted to "Die innere Umbildung der Kultur der Polls," 
"Die Philosophie des Hellenismus," "Der technische Charakter der 
hellenistischen Kultur," " Rationalismus und monarchische Weltan- 
schauung," " Die hellenistische Religion," " Der allgemeine geschichtliche 
Charakter der hellenistischen Kultur," " Die innere Begriindung der Mon- 
archie," " Die Grundzttge des hellenistischen Staates," " Die Monarchie 
und die Polls," " Die Monarchie und die Gessellschaft." 

The author has an astonishing faculty for putting simple ideas in 
abstruse and enigmatic forms of speech; and, not content with doing it 
once, he does it again and again in each case until the reader is 
bewildered and dazed by the refinements and super-refinements of his 
author's definitions. If it were not that the fundamental ideas are 
founded on the facts of historical life, and, when discovered, are well 
worth knowing, the frail-minded historian would be justified in with- 
drawing to the realm of more concrete realities, and in leaving Kaerst to 
the stout intelligences of the political philosophers. Let no novice in 
historical thinking stray into Kaerst's labyrinth. Movement forward 
there is none except the kaleidoscopic movement of ideas. Everything 
that is individual is eliminated except in so far as the general concept 
has individuality. The point of view assumed is always that of the 
result reached — reached, moreover, not at a series of given moments in 
the course of the Hellenistic development, but at the present time. 
There is no possibility in Kaerst's schemes for the outcome to have been 
different from what it was; no recognition of the huge mass of forces 
which contributed to the issue, but only as forces of opposition. And 
this treatment is presented as the logical consequence of the universal 
standpoint which all historians should strive to reach. We are told that 
we must constantly aim to arrange the entire past in one vast order of 
conceptual relations, and that to establish this is the ultimate goal of 
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historical science. Accordingly, out of a few leading ideas are deduced 
in an ever-growing Stammbaum of concepts the whole coral continent 
of Hellenism. Wonder at the performance is mingled with dismay at 
the obligation of having to regard so many subtle distinctions. 

Hellenism has had a curious fate. First came the constructive 
genius of Droysen, who sought, by divination almost, to see the will and 
ideas of the Hellenistic kings in all the manifestations of national and 
international life. Then followed Holm, to whom the only vital thing in 
Hellenism was the projection into it of the Hellenic poleis, the rest being 
the mere material out of which new poleis might be formed for Rome 
to swallow. Niese shied away from all construction and reflection, and 
gave us a formless and unintelligible mass of individual facts. Mahaffy 
blended incidents and impressions in his genial incoherent way. Kaerst 
relegates facts and incidents to his footnotes, appendices, and historical 
introduction, thus saving the text for classified, analyzed, and criticized 
generalities. His history turns out ultimately to be a sort of theology 
for Droysen; for he does substantial justice to his work in summarizing 
it as follows (p. 389): "Wir haben im grSsseren Zusammenhange 
darzulegen versucht, dass die allgemeine Entwicklung politischen 
Anschauungen und Verhfiltnisse, namentlich aber die Entwicklung der 
geistigen Kultur immer entschiedener auf eine Apotheose des herrschen- 
den Individuums hindrangte." The insurgency of individualism broke 
down the city-state; animated the Cynic, Stoic, and Epicurean philoso- 
phy; called for the recognition of special excellences by the elaboration 
of literary, scientific, religious, industrial, and governmental techniques; 
destroyed historic continuity and made all existent things clay in 
the hands of divine and human Vebermenschen. It put the Olympian 
deities on a par in origin and character with human benefactors, and 
thus forced men in quest of really superhuman aid to look for it in the 
oriental deities, "of which Heaven is the father alone, neither did the 
race of mortal men beget them, nor shall oblivion ever put them to sleep. 
The power of God is mighty in them, and groweth not old." It finally 
made monarchy the only conceivable political regime and thus conditioned 
in every direction the reorganization of public life. Droysen showed us 
Titans at work. Kaerst seeks to define the tasks they had to perform. 

W. S. Ferguson 



[HPfiAOT] nEPI IIOAITEIAS. Ein politisches Pamphlet aus 
Athen 404 vor chr. Von Engelbeet Drekup. Studien 
zur Geschichte und Kultur des Altertums, hrsg. von Dee- 
EUP, Geimme, und Kibsch, II 1. Paderborn: Ferdinand 
Schoningh, 1908. 
Since Kfihler in 1893 discovered that the oration Ilepi TroXtTctas, which 

is attributed to Herodes Atticus in the thirteenth-century parchment from 



